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Report 



 
1. Application 

 
1-A Applicant and premises 

 

Application Type: New Premises Licence, Licensing Act 2003 
 

Application received 
date: 

19 December 2017 

Applicant: Belgrave Square Garden Events Committee 

Premises: Belgrave Square Garden 

Premises address: Open Space 
Belgrave Square 
London 
SW1X 8PS 

Ward: 
 

Knightsbridge 
and Belgravia 

Cumulative 
Impact Area: 

None 

Premises description: 
 

This application is for a new premises licence for Belgrave 
Square Garden.   

Premises licence history: 
 

The premises has never had a benefit of a premises 
licence. However, it has operated under Temporary 
Events Notices. The full premises licence history can be 
found at Appendix 2. 

Applicant submissions: None 

Plans: Plans are available to view upon request to the Licensing 
Authority and they will be made available at Licensing 
Committee.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1-B Proposed licensable activities and hours 
 

Late Night Refreshment: Indoors, outdoors or both Both 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 23:00 23:00 23:00 23:00 23:00 23:00  

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00  

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year late 
night refreshment may take place until 01:30 to facilitate 
community events such as the annual BBQ held on 
behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their 
guests.  

 

Sale by retail of alcohol On or off sales or both: 
 

Both 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 12:00 

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00 22:30 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year sale of 
alcohol may take place until 01:30 to facilitate community 
events such as the annual BBQ held on behalf of 
Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their guests. 

 

Plays: Indoors, outdoors or both Both 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00 22:30 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year  
performances of plays may take place until 01:30 to 
facilitate community events such as the annual BBQ held 
on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and 
their guests.  

 

Films: Indoors, outdoors or both Both 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00 22:30 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year 
exhibition of film may take place until 01:30 to facilitate 
community events such as the annual BBQ held on 
behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their 
guests. 

 
 
 



Live music: Indoors, outdoors or both Both 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00 22:30 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year 
performances of live music may take place until 01:30 
to facilitate community events such as the annual BBQ 
held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders 
and their guests. 

 

Recorded music: Indoors, outdoors or both Both 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00 22:30 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year 
performances of recorded music may take place until 
01:30 to facilitate community events such as the annual 
BBQ held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden  
keyholders and their guests. 

 

Performance of dance: Indoors, outdoors or both Both 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00 22:30 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year 
performances of dance may take place until 01:30 to 
facilitate community events such as the annual BBQ 
held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders 
and their guests. 

 

Anything of a similar description: Indoors, outdoors or both Both 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 

End: 23:30 23:30 23:30 23:30 00:00 00:00 22:30 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year 
performances of plays may take place until 01:30.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hours premises are open to the public 
 

Day: Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
 

Start: 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 09:00 

End: 00:00 00:00 00:00 00:00 00:30 00:30 23:00 

Seasonal variations/ Non-
standard timings: 

On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year the 
premises may remain open to the public until 02:00 to 
facilitate community events such as the annual BBQ 
held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders 
and their guests. 

Adult Entertainment:  None 

 

2. Representations 
 

2-A Responsible Authorities 
 

Responsible 
Authority: 

Metropolitan Police Service 

Representative:  PC Reaz Guerra 

Received:  11 January 2018 

 With reference to the above application, I am writing to inform you that the Metropolitan  
Police, as a Responsible Authority, will be objecting to this application as it is our belief  
that if granted the application would undermine the Licensing Objectives.  
 
An officer from this unit will be in contact with you shortly to discuss the application.  
However it is for the applicant to prove that this application will not add to the problems  
already experienced in this area. 
 
It is for these reasons that we are objecting to the application. 
 

Responsible 
Authority: 

Environmental Health Consultation Team 

Representative: Mr David Nevitt 

Received: 16 January 2018 

I refer to the recent application for a New Premises Licence which seeks the following: 

Regulated Entertainment: 

The exhibition of Films – Mon-Thurs 0900hrs-2330hrs, Fri & Sat 0900hrs-0000hrs, 
Sun 0900hrs-2230hrs, and: ‘On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year 
exhibition of film may take place until 01:30 to facilitate community events such as the 
annual BBQ held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their guests’. 

 

Live Music - Mon-Thurs 0900hrs-2330hrs, Fri & Sat 0900hrs-0000hrs, Sun 0900hrs-
2230hrs, and: ‘On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year performances of live 
music may take place until 01:30 to facilitate community events such as the annual 
BBQ held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their guests’. 

 

Recorded Music - Mon-Thurs 0900hrs-2330hrs, Fri & Sat 0900hrs-0000hrs, Sun 
0900hrs-2230hrs, and: ‘On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year performances 



of recorded music may take place until 01:30 to facilitate community events such as the 
annual BBQ held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their guests’. 

 

Performance of Dance - Mon-Thurs 0900hrs-2330hrs, Fri & Sat 0900hrs-0000hrs, 
Sun 0900hrs-2230hrs, and: ‘On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year 
performances of dance may take place until 01:30 to facilitate community events such 
as the annual BBQ held on behalf of Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their 
guests’. 

 

Anything of a similar description to that falling within (e), (f), or (g) - Mon-Thurs 
0900hrs-2330hrs, Fri & Sat 0900hrs-0000hrs, Sun 0900hrs-2230hrs, and: ‘On a 
maximum of five occasions during a calendar year performances may take place until 
01:30’. 

Late Night Refreshment: 

 

Mon-Thurs until 2330hrs, and until 0000hrs on Saturday, and: ‘On a maximum of 5 
occasions per calendar year late night refreshment may take place until 01:30 to 
facilitate community events such as the annual BBQ held on behalf of Belgrave Square 
Garden keyholders and their guests’. 

 

Supply of Alcohol: 

 

‘On’ and ‘Off’ the premises 

 

Mon-Thurs 1000hrs-2330hrs 

Fri-sat 1000hrs-0000hrs 

Sunday 1200hrs-2230hrs 

 

And: ‘On a maximum of 5 occasions per calendar year sale of alcohol may take place 
until 01:30 to facilitate community events such as the annual BBQ held on behalf of 
Belgrave Square Garden keyholders and their guests’. 

 

The applicant has submitted a drawing showing a plan of Belgrave Square Ref: 
BelgSqPa-E02 dated 22nd August 2011 and a ‘Belgrave Square Gardens Operating 
Schedule’. 

 

This representation is based on the plans and operating schedule submitted. 

 

 

 

 



I make the following Representation: 

 

1.The hours sought for the Provision of Regulated Entertainment are likely to increase  
the risk of Public Nuisance in the area and may impact on Public Safety. 

 

2.The hours sought for the Provision of Late Night Refreshment are likely to increase 
the risk of Public Nuisance in the area and may impact on Public Safety. 

 

3.The hours sought for the Supply of Alcohol are likely to increase the risk of Public 
Nuisance in the Area and may impact on Public Safety. 

 

4.The granting of the application as presented would have the likely effect of causing an 
increase in Public Nuisance and impact on Public Safety. 

 
The application does not appear to have sufficiently addressed Appendix 11 of the City 
Council’s Licensing Policy with respect to the possible impact of noise. 
 
 

2-B Other Persons 
 

Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

The application is ill-conceived and unlawful. Belgrave Square has always been a 
private square for the use of the residents in the area.  

 

Received:  2 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I object to the above application because of the additional noise and traffic and 
people in the vicinity of the square which will detract from the residents quiet of the 
tranquil amenities if the square garden. I am certain that this licence application is 
contrary to the London Squares Act of 1931.  
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

What was wrong with the previous Garden Committee which has existed for about 
100 years? If Events can be held and permissions obtained, the existing Garden 
committee could have done it. The Application is by an anonymous "Chairman" at 66 
Chester Row, who is head of a committee which apparently does not exist with no 
explanation as to how such members would be voted into office, with a "Premises 
Supervisor" who is hiding behind a Mail Box address in Crawford Street, off Edgware 
Road. When i visited this address last week and asked if the named "Robert Dudley" 
actually lives in/near Birmingham (according to my own investigations) i was told this 
was confidential and i would have to write a letter. If there was a problem at one of 
these proposed events and a bit of a riot it is ridiculous to pretend it could be 
resolved by writing a letter to a mailbox. The cancellation of the Garden Committee 
and creation of an Events Committee is clearly trying to circumvent local interests. At 
a meeting this evening, Nigel Hughes of Grosvenor was unable to give me a reply as 
to why 1) the existing Garden Committee had to be circumvented and an "Events 



Committee" had to be created apart from a weak explanation about previous 
Temporary Permits 2) why the Chairman of the proposed "Events Committee" is 
anonymous, 3) why the "Premises Supervisor" has to hide behind a mailbox in a side 
street off Edgware Road where there are 1084 companies using the same address. 
He also could not explain how peace might prevail in the area if there are 8 different 
categories in the Application for which 5 might run until 01:30 in the morning. In other 
words, at the extreme, 8 x 5 = 40 events until 01:30 in the morning. Is this what 
Belgravia residents and small business really want? This would appear to be a crafty 
smoke-and-mirrors job by a hastily created "Events Committee" by anonymous 
people and the application should be rejected outright. No further discussion. 
 

Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

Belgrave Square Garden is a listed heritage garden with protections in place which 
excludes holding events, specifically because events in this small garden would 
cause noise within a protected residential community where causing of noise and 
disruption is not tolerated, and results in severe penalty. 
 
Westminster Council is there to protect its residents from noise, disruption, antisocial 
behavior, etc. not to encourage it. It is a fact, that where alcohol is consumed 
antisocial behaviour follows. Westminster Council is already experiencing and 
struggling to control the mounting antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol in its 
licensed restaurants, bars and nightclubs which hold liquor licenses, and the ongoing 
problems of revellers in open spaces using unlicensed vehicles late at night to take 
them to and from these establishments, plus all the noisy drunks on the public 
streets late at night causing huge distress to residents. It would be nothing less than 
a travesty of justice if Westminster Council was even to consider allowing a 
protected, unique small garden haven to be allowed to hold events on any day or 
any night at all, and to have a liquor licence of any sort whatever. As a resident of 
Westminster, I strongly object to this application, which if it was allowed, would 
cause a highly prejudicial precedence for all other secluded private residential 
gardens for a few people to make commercial remuneration at the expense of all the 
surrounding residents not only because of the noise, distress, and antisocial 
behaviour, but denying the residents access to their own private garden.   
 

Received: 9 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I would like to oppose the granting of this licence on the grounds that it will lead to 
Residents being prevented from using Belgrave Square Garden, their Garden when 
an 'event' is held.  
 
Access to Belgrave Square Garden comes under the 1851 Communal Gardens Act, 
where the open space is for the use of ALL residents. Special interests are not 
catered for. 
 
Belgrave Square is also Grade II listed, with statutory protections, which the granting 
of a licence are likely to threaten. 
 
The holding of 'events' will disrupt the environment, create wear on the lawns and 
interfere with fauna, flora and birds. Large lorries bringing marquees, catering 
equipment and paraphernalia cannot but impact the Square adversely. The Square 
is an oasis. 



 
Belgrave Square is the greatest Neoclassical square in London, with wonderful open 
space framed by palatial houses. Events will do nothing to maintain the environment, 
rather they will pollute it. 
 
Please refuse this application for a Licence, so that we can maintain the protection of 
the Square as much as is possible in the 21st century. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I cannot object more strongly to this disconcerting and inappropriate application. 
 
Belgrave Square is a beautiful green haven for residents and key holders. 
An extraordinary space that is enjoyed by my family, my neighbour's families 
including pets, where we have a small slice of greenery to convene as a community. 
It is not intended for special interest groups but for all neighbours and key holders. 
 
The holding of events will undermine all the conservation work of the gardeners, 
damage the lawns, flora, and fauna. the environment would be impacted by the 
amounts of rubbish such as food waste, alcohol bottles and related detritus to be 
dealt with and removed. 
 
This cannot do anything other adversely affect the gardens and surrounding 
environment of the square. 
 
The most disheartening part of this, is the loss to residents and key holders, of the 
square, for approximately 30 days in Summer months where we will now be 
excluded. This is some of the most beautiful times to enjoy this community treasure.  
 
Another major concern is anti-social behaviour due to alcohol use.  
 
We have already experienced increased numbers of noisy, unruly revellers at night 
with the expansion of Winter Wonderland.  
 
I personally had my front window boxes vandalised by two drunks this winter for the 
first time in the 12 years I have lived here.  
 
Finally, it is disheartening that we have no protection for community green spaces 
being commandeered for commercial use. Leaving us all living in an outdoor bar/club 
with all the associated problems that come with that. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I wish to object to the licence application in the strongest terms.  
 
The application does not specify the number events that could take place, leaving 
the possibility of endless days of events. This is an open ended application. 
 
Last night, Nigel Hughes of Grosvenor, told a residents meeting that the intention of 
the application was to give 'comfort' to residents over the planning of events. I do not 
have any discomfort over the way the current events are planned and see no reason 
to disrupt the status quo.   



 
Events disrupt the square's environment. They will create wear on the lawns and 
disturb birds, dog walking, etc.   
 
The square is currently a safe environment for children, elderly, etc. I feel the safety 
of any registered user would be compromised by the coming and going of 
contractors. 
 
Users will not be able to use the square when events are on, this contravenes their 
rights.   
 
Under the 1931 Square Act, the square is for exclusive use of all the key holders. 
This application contravenes that act and is therefore unlawful. 
 
The application will result in excessive development of the Square along the lines of 
Hyde Park Winter Wonderland. I recall going to the first Winter Wonderland and it is 
entirely different on a very large scale. I see no difference in the potential scale of 
development at Belgrave Square, particularly given that there is no limit to events 
given in the application. 
 
A one-day event may be one day, but in reality will take several days due to set 
up/take down, causing disruption for the registered users. 
 
The summer months will be used for events making it unusable for users during the 
best time of the year. 
 
Events will create unwanted noise/light pollution. I can hear the summer events in 
Hyde Park, and Winter Wonderland and will certainly be able to hear any noise from 
Belgrave Square. I don't wish for this disruption and wish for a right for quiet 
enjoyment of my home. 
 

Received:  2 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I strongly object to the above application on the following grounds.   
 
As it will detract from the residents quiet enjoyment of the square gardens and 
increase the noise levels in the vicinity and the conservation work to protect our 
wildlife and insects which are in decline. 
 

Received:  13 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I object to this application going ahead as I am a local business and I am worried 
what impact this will have on my business and the possible anti social behaviour in 
the area.  
 

Received:  14 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I would like to object to turning Belgrave Square into an events site where there will 
undoubtedly be loud music, excess traffic, excess alcohol, bad behaviour and all that 
that brings. To say that local residents will be disturbed is an understatement, and 
why, oh why does anyone wish to turn this peaceful little haven in Belgravia into a 
commercial enterprise when there are other sites available more suitable. I am 



strongly against granting an alcohol license for these reasons. What's wrong with 
bigger open sites such as Hyde Park and Battersea Park where the disturbance to 
local residents is less. Why does the central area of Belgravia have to be spoilt thus -
particularly as it is such a densely packed residential area. I fail to see what 
commercial advantages will follow. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I object for reasons having to do with the following: access, traffic, conservation, the 
environment, wildlife, wear and tear of the garden, noise pollution and disorderly 
behaviour. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I think it wholly inappropriate to grant any additional licence facilities to the square 
which could be extended until 1.30am in a wholly residential area. It is a garden 
square designed for residents and their families for use throughout the year. There 
are various functions held in the square already and I would strongly object to a 
licence being granted which could mean that the square became inaccessible to 
families and children for what could amount to a month of days during the one of the 
most advantageous periods of the year as far as garden use is concerned.  
 

Received:  9 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

Belgrave Square has a Grade II listing, and is protected under the terms of the 
London Squares Preservation Act of 1931. Permitted uses of the garden are defined 
in that Act. The applicant's description is clearly outside the description of permitted 
uses of the garden. In addition, the applicant is an unincorted association with no 
principal named -- only an agent. Yet this unknown - and therefore unaccountable -- 
applicant intends to offer events that can very well adversely affect the neighborhood 
and the residents who are already enduring drunken, loutish behavior and late night 
noise from a recently-licensed private club. These and other attempts to exploit what 
has historically been a quiet residential neighborhood represent a cynical disregard 
for the rights, the safety and the peace of mind of Belgravia's residents for the sake 
of commercial profit, and we shall continue to oppose them. 
 

Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I have enjoyed access to this square as a local resident for several years, together 
with my four year old daughter. Its really delightful for local families and residents 
and is their park. Green communal space is so scarce in London and I think it is 
awful that it should effectively be turned into a commercial space. The Garden 
Square members also pay for the upkeep of the Square so it is quite unfair to turn it 
into a Grosvenor commercial space. It would be much more fair and I expect 
acceptable to residents to allow the local schools to have some access to the 
Square. There are lots of clubs, hotels and restaurants available to adult social 
entertainment but precious few places in London where children can run around 
freely and have space and fresh air. I think allowing this licence would set a very 
poor precedent and really would endanger all of London's garden squares. It is also 
surprising to me that a family owned and enormously wealthy firm should be 
prepared to trample on residents rights and risk destroying a public amenity originally 
developed by their ancestors to benefit local residents and families. 



Received:  13 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

It is entirely inappropriate that this fine neoclassical square should be licensed, 
resulting in events which will undermine its nature and environment. Damage will be 
caused not only by events which are held in the square but by the erection and 
dismantling of any temporary facilities as well as the associated transport and 
parking activity.  
 

Received:  9 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I am writing as a garden user and near neighbour of the square garden, to object to 
the application for an alcohol licence by the unknown Belgravia Events committee on 
the grounds of conservation, disturbances to natural wildlife insect and birdlife. This 
could seriously disrupt and displace quality of life and in turn have a detrimental 
effect on preservation of habitats for local wildlife. Overuse and commercialisation by 
an unaccountable faceless garden committee also invites unnecessary noise 
pollution and threatens safety by possible late night revellers and promotes an 
unhealthy quality of life for local residents of Belgravia not to mention going against 
the London Squares Preservation Act. I therefore vehemently object to the above 
licensing proposal. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

Belgrave Square Gardens is not a suitable place for parties. It is an amenity for all 
who live in the area, and should not be exploited for commercial use, to the financial 
benefit of those whose will organise such activities.  
 

Received:  14 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I object to the granting of the application on the following grounds: 
1. The operating schedule (OP) (not accessible) is only in support of the 

application. The number of specified events is therefore only the current 
intention and can be increased. 

2. Even if it were binding, 15 events (mainly over the summer) is unacceptable. 
An event can last for multiple days and access will be denied the day before 
and the day after for set up and dismantling. Thus even if the operators do not 
change the OP (unlikely given profitability) there will be at least 60 days when 
the Square will not be available for access by residents and there will be 
disruption and late night drinking.  

3. Other than the arguably illegal commercialisation of a London Square the 
residents pay for the upkeep of the Square and for access. Whatever is 
currently being said by those profiting from these events the profits will not be 
ploughed back into the Square.  

4. The licensing hours are far too late. Revellers will not clear Belgravia until well 
after Midnight for most events and 2pm for the later events.  

5. For those who are sober after 5 hours plus of drinking there will be significant 
traffic issues as they leave at midnight around the Square combined with a 
high risk of harm for revellers leaving on foot.  

6. A number of residents have lodged objections with the BRA (as the named 
Parish association). However no evidence of an objection has been noted.  

Please make sure that the BRA passes on to you the objections that they have 
received.  



Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

Worried about having a commercial activity in this private garden. Late night 
nuisance a concern with the potential increase in crime and traffic in the area. Police 
is stretched and understaffed in the area. There are so many other public places 
available in the area more suitable for this use, like Hyde Park for example. Very 
concerned about people damaging the garden.  
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I strongly object to this garden square being given a licence for liquor. This is an 
environment for the quiet enjoyment of residents and those of us who pay an annual 
subscription towards the upkeep of the garden. It is used for walks and for a safe 
environment for children to play in. It should not be turned into a venue for events 
with liquor and all the problems that will ensue. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

This square is a garden for the enjoyment of those who pay for its upkeep and 
selling alcohol will adversely affect those who use the garden as well as adversely 
affecting the surrounding community. There is no doubt that there will inevitable be 
drunken behaviour and there is no way that it can be controlled. The extended length 
of time for these proposed events will curtail the use of the garden for those who 
normally enjoy its tranquillity, especially as most will take place in the few summer 
months. It is setting a precedent for making the garden squares of London 
commercial.   
I and my family strongly object. 
 

Received:  4 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I wish to object to the above licencing application on the grounds of potential 
antisocial behaviour, disruption, potential traffic chaos and conservation.  
 
This application for an alcohol licence if granted, will impact on neighbouring streets - 
( I live in Chapel Street ) - who would suffer the noise and worse from drunken, late-
night revellers, antisocial behaviour, large lorries removing equipment, marquees 
and all the paraphernalia associated with events in the square etc. 
 
There is already a distressing example of this in Wilton Street, from residents 
suffering from late night noise and unpleasantness caused by people coming out of 
the Eaton Square restaurant nightclub. I should also like to point out that this would 
detract from the quiet enjoyment of the gardens and interfere with conservation 
aspects such as bird and insect life. 
 
Further submission 
 
04 Jan 2018 I wish to object to the above licencing application on the grounds of 
potential antisocial behaviour, disruption, potential traffic chaos and conservation. 
 
This application for an alcohol licence if granted, will impact on neighbouring streets - 
( I live in Chapel Street ) - who would suffer the noise and worse from drunken, late-
night revellers, antisocial behaviour, large lorries removing equipment, marquees 



and all the paraphernalia associated with events in the square etc. 
 
The place already often smells of cannabis and youngsters. When one approaches 
them to complain, smell it themselves and are aggressive. 
 
There is already a distressing example of this in Wilton Street, from residents 
suffering from late night noise and unpleasantness caused by people coming out of 
the Eaton Square restaurant & nightclub.   
 
I should also like to point out that this would detract from the quiet enjoyment of the 
gardens and interfere with conservation aspects such as bird and insect life. As 
council tax payers we have rights to quiet enjoyment. 
 

Received:  10 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

As a resident of the neighbouring Eaton Square, I object strongly to and wish to 
make representations about the application made by the Belgrave Square Garden 
Committee for a new Premises Licence under Section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 
This application is an outrageous abuse, by an Unincorporated Association, of the 
custodianship of the historic gardens which were designed and provided for the quiet 
enjoyment of local residents. As the application indicates, the area concerned is 
Grade II Listed. The Gardens have been restored in recent years and are highly 
valued by the residents. Many Embassies surround the Gardens and some of these 
have armed security guards outside their premises. The extensive proposals for a 
broad range of activities (only some of which may ostensibly be limited to five per 
annum) are completely inappropriate for the environment. The Gardens are only 
open to the public on a Sunday and are otherwise locked. The introduction of such 
extensive access would place the restored gardens at risk of abuse, even vandalism. 
What redress would the residents and neighbours have? 
 
The application is deficient, in that the full details and contact information of the 
Applicants have not been provided. There is no indication of the membership of the 
Committee and no contact telephone number has been provided; nor has an e-mail 
address been offered. The title of Chairman is given, but no name. It is insufficient to 
name only the licensed supervisor- who I note is not a local resident and secured his 
license elsewhere. [It is puzzling that the premises supervisor is acting as the agent 
for the applicant according to page 16 of the Application, when the Chairman is 
described as the Applicant on page 4.] These deficiencies combine to undermine 
confidence in the purpose of, and motivation behind, this ambitious application: and 
are unacceptable. Furthermore, should a fine or other penalty for making a false 
statement be imposed under section 158 of the Licensing Act, on whom would it be 
imposed? 
 
I object to the proposals to open the Gardens to the public every day from 9.00 a.m. 
This fundamentally alters the purpose and operation of the Gardens.  I object most 
vehemently to the proposal to allow the gardens to remain open to the public 
until2.00 a.m. on up to five occasions per annum. I am very concerned about the 
proposals to permit the sale of alcohol until 1.30 a.m. If approved, the clearing up 
time for those events would extend, easily, to 4.00 a.m.   This extensive disruption 
and inevitable noise-disturbance is completely unacceptable. It is especially alarming 
when considered with the possibility of the next day's activities getting underway at 



9.00a .m., just a few hours later. 
 
I note that the proposed supervisor of the site is someone licenced by Birmingham 
City Council, rather than a person licenced by Westminster City Council. This adds 
to the sense that this speculative scheme is not to be overseen by responsible local 
residents with a vested interest in protecting the interests of the neighbourhood. The 
indication that this licence would facilitate a residents ' barbeque is a pretext, a 
'Trojan Horse'.  The proposals could be perceived as a scheme to profit unnamed 
individuals operating within 'an unincorporated association '. This would, of course, 
completely undermine the remit of such associations (see 
https://www.gov.uk/unincorporated   -associations). 
 
I trust that the Committee will consider most carefully the numerous representations 
made by the people on whom this scheme would have the greatest impact: the 
residents of Belgravia. Were the Committee minded to permit this application, then I 
would urge you to determine that the nightly curfew should be 10.30 p.m. for all 
activities on Sunday to Thursday and 11.30 p.m . for Friday and Saturday nights.  I 
would also ask that this first licence should be limited to one year's duration, in order 
that with any renewal application that might follow, the residents may have a further 
opportunity to make representations to the Licensing Authority in the light of 
experience. 
 

Received:  30 December 2017 

Support or Objection Objection 

I should like to object, strenuously, to the planning application for a new premises 
licence for the Belgrave Square Garden Committee.  
 
Belgrave Square is one of the historic squares of London and has a Grade II listing. 
It is protected under the terms of legislation by London Squares Preservation Act 
1931 (the Act). Section 3 (1) states "Subject to the provisions of this Act a protected 
square shall not be used otherwise than for one or more of the following purposes 
(that is to say) the purpose of an ornamental garden pleasure ground or ground for 
play rest or recreation…" It is clear that the proposed uses are contrary to law as set 
out in the Act. 
 
At present, the Belgrave Square Garden is reserved for quiet enjoyment of families, 
embassies and others who live in the qualifying area and who pay a fee towards its 
upkeep.  It has provided my family, children and grandchildren with a very important 
green space where children can play safely, adults can exercise and both elderly 
and young can sit and enjoy nature.  It has been an immeasurable asset for us both 
in health and when recovering from operations. 
 
Belgrave Square Garden Rules provide strict guidelines as to how the garden may 
be used.  I quote rule 6, no music is permitted. 
 
Over recent years, there has been an annual party for residents and their guests 
who can attend an evening of good food, music and alcohol by payment of a large 
sum of money (around £100 per head).  This is acceptable as it is a one off.  There 
have also been one or two other events such as dog shows. 
 
However, the annual party and other events do impinge very noticeably on the quiet 
and free use of the gardens.  There is inevitable disturbance over weeks with the 



putting up and taking down of marquees; damage to the turf; and the reduction of 
space for residents to walk, sit and enjoy the gardens over a considerable period. 
 
This is nothing when compared to the licence that is being sought.  It is not clear 
whether a new building is proposed to enable the licence to operate from - maybe 
that is to be tried later.  The licensable activities the application seeks is in 5 
categories- Dance, Film, Live Music, Recorded Music and other similar activities on 
EVERY day of the week from around 9am - up to 11.30/midnight.  It is for alcohol 
and food. Additionally, each of the categories appears to seek to EXTEND THE 
licence to serve entertainment, food and alcohol up to 1.30am on 5 nights, making 
25 special nights a year. 
 
The licence premises supervisor has been named as Mr Robert Dudley of The Fair, 
a large Events Organisation which specialises in large scale live and corporate 
events.  It appears that this licence application, if granted, could see Belgrave 
Square turning from a wonderful historic garden square into a money making events 
venue such as we have seen in parts of Hyde Park.  There are some grounds for 
using this type of event in a very large park, such as Hyde Park (though it does spoil 
the enjoyment for many park lovers) as it is extremely expensive to keep up and it an 
important public asset. 
 
Belgrave Square is comparatively small for large entertainment events and would be 
ruined if they became regular fixtures.  The keyholders who currently use the square 
pay an annual fee which covers the upkeep of it (as far as I am aware) and I doubt 
that any of them would seek to subsidise the cost of upkeep by putting on these 
events.   
 
The square is used by very many local children on a daily basis (indeed, that is the 
reason many of the houses have been purchased - to have access) and it would be 
totally unsuitable to be serving alcohol there all day long.  It would attract undesirable 
types and undesirable behaviour in what is currently a haven of safety and peace.  
Neither would it be suitable to sell alcohol there in the evenings.  It is a place to 
escape for a peaceful walk.  There is absolutely no need for an extra alcohol outlet in 
the area; there are many excellent pubs in close proximity, most of them having 
outside sitting areas.  On the contrary, it is important to preserve some alcohol free 
spaces. 
 
As residents of the area, we already have much disruption and disturbance from late 
night drinkers leaving licenced premises.  They shout in the middle of the night, 
urinate on doorsteps, rev up cars and accelerate noisily and dangerously down the 
streets.  It is inappropriate to add another licenced venue, especially to an outside 
space where the noise would not be contained and the availability of parking spaces 
and proximity of a busy road would add dangers to the area. 
 
I note that this application was lodged on 16 December, 2017 and objections have to 
be submitted by 18/01/2018.  A very large proportion of the residents are away 
during all or part of this period and it is unlikely that they will have seen the notice.  
We, as keyholders, have not been informed of it, and would expect that we should 
have been.  I wonder who has been informed and under what authority this is all 
being done.  It appears to me that this is an attempt to get an extraordinarily invasive 
and startlingly new project licenced 'under the radar' of most residents. 
 



Accordingly, I would like to lodge the strongest objections to any licence being 
granted.  If any occasional event requires a licence to sell alcohol, it should be on a 
one off basis as in the past.   
 

Received:  1 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I understand that there is a licensing application in hand to allow drinking to take 
place at events in Belgrave Square. These squares are an important green oasis 
and  tranquel space for all Londoners and licensing applications should not be 
granted in such cases. There are already many available licensed venues for parties 
in the area. 
 
We would therefore object strongly to this proposal. 
 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

1 Background 
 
1.1  Belgrave Square was laid out in the 1820s as a garden to serve the houses 

surrounding the Square. These houses were built without gardens and apart 
from small yards have no outside space. The private garden square was built 
to provide a place for an garden to so the residents could enjoy the garden 
square in lieu of their own gardens. This provided space recreation space for 
adults and their children with their guests to use the garden which people 
would normally have with their houses. 

 
1.2 We are uncertain as to when the Garden Committee for Belgrave Square was    

instituted. We that believe this to be in excess of a hundred years ago at 
least, having seen a Minute Book dating back to the 19th century. At that 
time residents who use the garden were entitled to choose members on a 
Garden Committee by annual election. That arrangement continued until it 
was abolished six or seven years ago by the landowner. The Events 
Committee, which has made the current application, is not a committee 
whose members are known. No constitution is offered. Members are not 
chosen or even known to the garden users. We know of no democratic 
arrangement to appoint them or to be accountable to anyone other than the 
freeholder of the garden. It was simply put in place by a landowner. 

 

1.3        In the late 1920s a tennis court was introduced to the garden. Presumably, 
there were other proposals for other garden squares throughout London. It 
seems to us that this must have a motivating factor in the attempt to 
preserve the garden squares. In 1931 The London Squares Preservation Act 
was passed and section 3 (1) states  
“Subject to the provisions of this Act are protected square shall not be used 
otherwise than for the purpose of an ornamental garden pleasure ground or 
ground for play rest or recreation…” 
 

2 Application contrary to law, damage and disturbance to the surroundings 
and material encroachment 
 
2.1        Belgrave Square is one of the historic squares of London and has a Grade II 

listing. It is protected under the terms of legislation by London Squares 



Preservation Act 1931 (the Act). Section 3 is quoted above. It is clear that 
the proposed uses are contrary to law as set out in the Act. 

 
2.2       The argument by the applicant’s representatives, “The Fair”, has sent us us 

claims “that the events would not cause any material encroachment or 
interfere with the amenity of the protected Square or enjoyment as an 
ornamental garden ground for play rest and recreation” is plainly wrong. 

 
2.3       During the time required for assembly of the temporary structures, for the 

health and safety reasons users of the gardens will not be able to use it 
either fully or at all. They will not have free access to it. 15 events a year will 
probably mean some 30 days plus when the garden no longer is available to 
users. All health and safety procedures and risk assessments will not 
change that – but they will certainly increase the loss of amenity. The 
applicants and their representatives appear to have forgotten that Belgrave 
Square is not a vacant open space but a garden for the community of those 
who live round Belgrave Square and in Belgravia. Those who live in 
Belgrave Square are compelled to pay towards maintenance and others in 
Belgravia can pay a membership fee to have use of the garden and the 
money collected helps maintain the garden. The loss of amenity cannot be 
calculated in monetary terms, but in terms of the value of the amenity itself. 

 
2.4       The applicant’s representatives mentioned extensively in their Response to 

our Chairman’s article in the Societies Newsletter (copy annexed), the 
events of the annual barbecue and the London Gardens Open Day as an 
attempt to illustrate events are carried out their regularly. The annual 
barbecue was instituted approximately six or seven years ago with the 
consent and approval of the Garden Committee (further details of this 
elsewhere in this Objection). The reason was to take the opportunity of 
Midsummer, when the barbecue is held, of having a pleasant evening party 
for the users of the Square to get together further the community spirit by 
social engagement. The annual barbecue ended then at approximately 10. 
30 to 11 o’clock. Only in the last couple of years has the licence been 
extended. This was not intended to set a precedent for more events in the 
garden. 

 
2.5       The Open Day is part of an organised arrangement by London parks 

Gardens Trust. It’s object is to arrange for community private gardens to be 
available for visits from members of the public who pay a fee which goes 
back to the charity. It aims to increase knowledge and appreciation of parks, 
squares and community gardens, cemeteries and churchyards, including 
that form London’s open space network.   

 
2.6       The visits to Belgrave Square have been going on for many years and is not 

an event. The Square itself is the place to be visited for the very reason that 
it was created – as an ornamental garden. Visitors can see how the garden 
is maintained and its 400 trees with the most important highlighted in written 
handout.  

 
2.7       It is self-evident from the above that 15 events in the Square will be very 

material encroachment and interference with the amenity which the garden 
is there to provide. It will almost certainly damage to the plants, trees and 



possibly the ornamental structures in the garden. It will have an adverse on 
the Square and the surrounding area and the residents living in proximity. 

 
3 Effect on the neighbourhood, noise and disruption 
 
3.1       The continual intrusion into the Square of late night events or indeed events 

at all will have adverse effect on the character of the neighbourhood. It is 
completely out of scale and character of the area and it must be 
remembered that surrounding area is for the most part residential and all of it 
is a conservation area and many of the buildings are listed as is the garden 
itself. The activities proposed will have an adverse effect changing the 
character of the area. 

 
3.2       Sadly drinking until the late evening and early hours of the morning is likely to 

produce antisocial behaviour of noise, people urinating in the garden and in 
the surrounding roads and on pavements and generally misbehaving 
themselves. The square provides something in the region of nearly 5 acres 
of land and it will prove very difficult to police it all and keep it secure. 

 
4 Traffic and road safety 
 
4.1       There are also possibilities of road traffic accidents surrounding the Square 

when revelers leave it without care and attention as well might happen after 
imbibing alcohol until 1:30 AM in the morning. It is not so much a question of 
if there will be an accident, but how soon it will happen. 

 
4.2       In addition, little late night transport is available. There will be additional cars 

parked. Residents will hear people leaving the Square and car doors will be 
slammed well into the early hours of the morning. 

 
5 Supervision and Accountability 
 
5.1       There is no democratic or other accountability to the users of the Square as 

there has been historically. The Chairman of the Events Committee is 
unnamed as is any member of the Events Committee. The only person 
named in the application is Robert Dudley. His address is a mailbox shop 
which we understand has 1084 businesses registered there as well as 
handling parcels for collection and distribution. Little seems to be offered by 
the way of a mechanism for dealing with improper conduct whatever the 
applicants might claim. 

 
5.2       It is difficult for the Society to understand how it is possible to apply for a 

licence with virtually anonymous and unknown individuals who can be 
accountable to the Licensing Committee, the Police and above all 
Community. 

 
5.3       If the licence is granted will enable the licensee to further encroach on the 

garden by having other events which we understand would be possible 
because of the nature of the licence granted.   

 
 
 



6 Conclusion  
 
The application is ill-conceived and unlawful. It fails virtually all the usual tests to 
justify granting a licence. In the circumstances we repeat our objection and hope this 
application will be rejected. 
 

Received:  12 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I am writing to object strongly to the above licence application. The reason is that this 
seems to be the beginning of a process of commercialising not only Belgrave Square 
but using any licence granted as a precedent for similar applications in the other 
garden squares in Belgravia. These are currently havens of peace and quiet and are 
predominantly very well looked after by garden committees, although there is a 
worrying precedent of such committees being disbanded by the landlord.   
 
Apart from the disturbances to neighbours likely to be caused by the activities to be 
undertaken, such as loud music, a licence, if granted, is certain to lead to the 
consumption of alcohol with the consequent unpleasantness and risk to local 
residents in surrounding streets from drunken participants.  
  
Surely the Council does not want to be the body which opens the door to an 
increasing decline in the quality of life currently enjoyed by the residents of 
Belgravia?  
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I write as a local resident – my daughter and I have lived at 50 Sloane Street, which 
is perhaps around a hundred yards from the ingress to Belgrave Square from West 
Halkin Street, for almost 25 years. We are active members of the community, 
including our membership of St. Paul’s Knightsbridge, inter alia. 
 
I also write as Chair of the South Knightsbridge Group and, further, as Chair of the 
50 Sloane Street Residents Group. 
 
We object vehemently to the application by the Belgrave Events Committee for a 
License for alcohol and extended hours for events in the Square as described in their 
application. 
 
While we live in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, we are very close to 
the border of Westminster and RBKC, which  stretches down the middle of Lowndes 
Square, which is less than 50 yards away from our residential block. Such 
boundaries do not preclude the shared impact of licensing laws.  
Many of our local Members live in Westminster, while some of us, as stated, live on 
the very borders of RBKC/Westminster. A significant change in the use of Belgrave 
Square will immediately affect us all. 
 
Our concerns are manifold: 
 
This is a highly residential area which is already under significant pressure owing to 
the high volumes of traffic, general pollution and increasing crime. Our Garden 
Squares (to which we contribute financially) provide a welcome oasis in an ever 
more hectic environment, as indeed they were created to do. 



 
Increasingly often we see attempts to extend Licensing Hours and use of amenities 
in nearby commercial ventures. Many of these have been seen to pose a significant 
threat to the daily life of residents and our environment: perhaps, however, none 
more than this application.  
It is perhaps ironic that one of the very reasons that Knightsbridge is such a magnet  
for investment and for residents and visitors (its environment, its tranquillity, its 
diversity, its attractions) should now engender such a threat. 
 
We note the applicant  ‘Rob Dudley. Rob has over 16 years of Live Events 
experience…… His experience in managing and producing both large scale live and 
corporate events, festivals and exhibitions spans across the UK, Europe and the US. 
In addition to ...’ (Source: Google).   
This rightly concerns us.  
We believe it to be incumbent upon the Council to consider exactly what the longer 
term plan is from an individual who appears to have been successful in arranging 
such ‘large scale events’ . It is very difficult to see how such event management 
could chime with the reasonable hopes of local residents to go about their everyday 
lives and the nature of the area. 
 
As an aside, we have been unable to find a resident of 66 Chester Row on the 
Electoral Roll. 
 
However none of these clearly considerable concerns change the fact that opening 
up Belgrave Square, as the application clearly states, to alcohol fuelled events 
extending to the early hours of the morning will impact on our local environment and 
our residents way of life. 
We note that the application is very broad and covers dance, plays, films, live music, 
the playing of recorded music and other entertainment.  
We also wish to draw the Council’s attention in particular to the comment in sections 
L and M where it is stated that late night refreshments including alcohol may be 
provided both in the Square and outside it.  
 
We object most strongly to this listed Garden Square being opened to such events. 
We do not believe that this application conforms to any of the Licensing objectives. 
 

 In general any event as proposed will lead to hugely increased footfall with its 
attendant issues for traffic, parking, other transport and public safety. No 
attempt appears to have been made to explain how events may be 
supervised nor the impact on local policing. No attention seems to have been 
paid to the effect that setting up and taking down the event will have on the 
local environment and daily life. We already have immense traffic issues and 
are amongst the most highly polluted areas in London. 

 There is significant evidence to support the view that crime increases where 
such events occur in what are seen as ‘wealthy areas’. In this area we already 
experience any number of attacks: acid, mugging, burglary, aggressive 
begging, pickpockets and other petty crime. Any events as described will only 
attract more miscreants to the area and endanger the populace, in particular 
the more vulnerable (This area is notably one highly populated by an ageing 
generation). 

 Staging such events and providing alcohol until 1.30am is guaranteed to 
ensure that there will be a huge increase in noise and disruption. 



 This is an area where children come to school. Detritus on the streets so often 
found following revelries will inevitably be visible: we have long fought for the 
rights of children not to encounter discarded bottles of alcohol, syringes and 
worse. 

 
One of our greatest concerns is that granting such a License will inevitably provide a 
precedent in our area. 
 
We therefore ask the Council to take our views into consideration. We are happy to 
present our objections in person should this be deemed appropriate. 
 

Received:  9 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I would like to oppose the granting of this licence on the grounds that it will lead to 
Residents being prevented from using Belgrave Square Garden, their Garden when 
an 'event' is held.  
 
Access to Belgrave Square Garden comes under the 1851 Communal Gardens Act, 
where the open space is for the use of ALL residents.  Special interests are not 
catered for. 
 
Belgrave Square is also Grade II listed, with statutory protections, which the granting 
of a licence are likely to threaten. 
 
The holding of 'events' will disrupt the environment, create wear on the lawns and 
interfere with fauna, flora and birds. Large lorries bringing marquees, catering 
equipment and paraphernalia cannot but impact the Square adversely.  The Square 
is an oasis. 
 
Belgrave Square is the greatest Neoclassical square in London, with wonderful open 
space framed by palatial houses.  Events will do nothing to maintain the 
environment, rather they will pollute it. 
 
Please refuse this application for a Licence, so that we can maintain the protection of 
the Square as much as is possible in the 21st century. 
 

Received:  11 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

We are horrified at both the principle and the extent of the proposed New Premises 
Licence Application. For what possible reason, apart from profit for the licence 
applicant, would such an approval be acceptable? Surely the interests of the 
residents of Belgravia must be the primary consideration. Whilst the occasional 
summer film show offering is acceptable, abusing the quiet residential, small 
business and embassy hub, and the surrounding area, in the manner proposed is 
totally unacceptable. We are aware that the Applicant has stated elsewhere that they 
do not intend to hold more functions than now; however, the Licence, if granted, 
would provide no block to a massive extension of the use of the Square. If the 
Applicant does not intend to do this why not leave matters as they are – individual 
applications for the few functions that are held now?  
 
What right has this Applicant to commence the destruction of such a valuable and 
historically relevant “village” community? 



 
Additionally, there are practical considerations. Belgravia is already feeling the 
increasing pressures of noise, pollution, vagrancy and crime. Such an extension of 
the licensed activities will inevitably bring to this beautiful Square the problems 
existing now in the area near the coach station. For the Applicant to propose later 
finishing times than are available for existing outside arrangement at public houses 
and restaurants, should not even be contemplated.   
 
We have to assume that Westminster City Council treasures the beauty and 
residential features of Belgravia. To permit even a partial or substantially reduced 
New premises Licence cannot be reconciled with the history, the present or the 
future of Belgravia. We would request that you totally reject this Application. 
 

Received:  11 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

We are writing as keyholders of the Belgrave Square garden which is the subject of 
the above licence application.  We are writing to lodge our very strong objection to 
this licence application.  
 
We are regular users of the garden and take our grandchildren there to play in the 
play area. As such, we have a direct interest in the garden's future. 
 
Our principle reasons for strongly objecting to this licence application are: 
 
1          We believe that with large commercial and other events being held regularly 

in the garden, particularly over the summer period, it is likely that large parts 
of the central area of the garden will be taken over with equipment, 
machinery, marquees etc which will deny use of the garden for possibly 
some days before and after the actual event.  The net effect could be that 
during the summer months the number of occasions on which we could use 
the garden with our grandchildren could be drastically reduced. 

 
2 This application if granted would produce a dramatic change from the way the 

garden has been used hitherto.  To date, use has been confined, with 
possibly the very occasional exception, to infrequent functions of fewer than 
50 people.  Events on the scale envisaged by the licence application would 
represent a wholly different use of the garden and would we believe 
contravene the London Squares Act 1931. 
 

3 Another major concern which arises out of this licence application is the likely 
effect on streets adjoining Belgrave Square. Streets such as Chapel Street, 
Chester Street and Wilton Street are residential streets.  Under the licence 
application, events can carry on until as late as 1.30 am, with alcohol being 
served.  It is highly likely that these residential side streets would be 
disturbed in the middle of the night by party and event goers, possibly having 
had a good deal to drink, making a lot of noise as they leave the Belgrave 
Square area.  We already have an example of such a problem in Wilton 
Street, which is regularly being severely disturbed in the night by customers 
of the Eaton Square Restaurant nightclub creating a great deal of noise and 
disturbance in Wilton Street as they leave. 

 

4 As well as the noise generated by leaving event goers, there is also likely to 



be a lot of noise and disturbance from heavy lorries and trucks removing 
equipment from the event late at night or early in the morning.    

 

5          Belgrave Square carried a lot of traffic at all times and therefore one must 
assume that leaving event goers and motorists alike could be at risk from 
collisions between vehicles and pedestrians.  We believe that this licence 
application, if granted, would therefore give rise to serious road traffic safety 
issues.    

 
6          Our broader objection is that this licence application represents an attempt to 

embark upon an effort to commercialise Belgravia and its garden squares in 
a way that is completely inappropriate for a residential area.  Hyde Park lies 
within a stone's throw and is the appropriate venue, if indeed any venue is, 
for the sort of events that the licence application appears to envisage holding 
in Belgrave Square.      

 
7          We have paid over £350 to have access to the garden for this year and will 

pay ongoing charges of £270 per annum.  We therefore feel we are entitled 
to be able to enjoy the garden in its current condition and that the licence 
application, if granted, would inevitably lead to greatly increased wear and 
tear in the garden, damage to lawns, walkways, flowerbeds etc leading to a 
general loss of amenity value and a degradation of the garden environment.  
We therefore feel we would no longer be getting proper value.  

 
In summary, we urge you to reject and refuse this application licence, which we 
believe would have a seriously detrimental effect on Belgrave Square and indeed the 
Belgravia environment generally.  

 

Received:  14 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

Note:  My wife, Mrs Sally Lescher, has made separate representations.   In the 
interests of brevity, I have avoided simply repeating her representations, however, to 
avoid misunderstanding, I wish to make it clear that I agree with and endorse each 
and every representation she has made.  
 
Representations:  
 

 Lack of transparency regarding the applicant 
 
The Application says it is made by “Belgrave Square Garden Events Committee”.  
The Applicant says it is an unincorporated association.  I have never heard of this 
association before today.   I believe that the term “unincorporated association” is 
meant to cover recognised entities such as charitable trusts, which may have no 
legal personality, but which are registered with the Charities Commission and who 
can be held responsible by the public.   Indeed, I note the form itself asks for a 
registration number.  I do not believe “unincorporated association is meant to include 
any old group of individuals who I have never heard of which appears to be 
registered nowhere and which withholds the names of its chairman and members. 
The issue of licences by local authorities is an important function.  This is because 
these licences affect third parties’ property and other rights. It is not acceptable that 
the application should contain no information as to the individuals or legal persons 
behind the Application.  



I have seen a communication from something called “The Fair Part of the Big Cat 
Group” which may have been an email sent to Mr. White of the Belgravia Society.  It 
is unclear from the communication whether this is a commercial corporation or some 
form of unincorporated association.  It states: “We Are The Fair (WATF) were 
appointed by Grosvenor in September 2016 to advise and lead on the planning, 
management and supervision of Grosvenor led events, or events held on Grosvenor 
properties across the UK.   Thus, the real applicant may be the Big Cat Group, or a 
subsidiary, or one of its employees, or persons otherwise associated with the Big Cat 
Group.   The communication form Big Cat does nothing to clarify who is Belgrave 
Square Garden Events Committee. 
 

 Lack of consultation 
 
Until the Application was made public by the licensing authority neither my wife (who 
has sent her own representations separately from me) nor I received any notification 
of this highly objectionable plan to commercialize Belgrave Square.    
I note that the application was made when many residents have gone away for 
Christmas and the New Year.  This is a stratagem frequently used by those who 
wish to slip through applications when nobody is looking.  
The communication from Big Cat stated that in June 2017 they sent letters to 600 
garden key holders.  Since neither my wife nor I received a letter I disbelieve this 
assertion.   I also disbelieve (for the same reasons) Big Cat’s statement that a further 
letter was sent in December. 
 

 Character of the area 
 
Belgrave Square is an oasis of peace in Belgravia.   Its users include children, 
families, tennis players and those using the exercise area.  There are occasionally 
events such as the “Open Gardens” one but nothing happens at the moment that 
would change the character of the area:  
We now are faced with an application to alter all this.   The notice speaks for itself so 
I set it out in full in red below: 
 
Performance of Dance  Monday to Thursday: 09:00 to 23:30   Friday to Saturday: 
09:00 to 00:00   Sunday: 09:00 to 22:30     
Exhibition of a Film  Monday to Thursday: 09:00 to 23:30   Friday to Saturday: 09:00 
to 00:00   Sunday: 09:00 to 22:30     
Performance of Live Music  Monday to Thursday: 09:00 to 23:30   Friday to 
Saturday: 09:00 to 00:00   Sunday: 09:00 to 22:30 
Playing of Recorded Music  Monday to Thursday: 09:00 to 23:30   Friday to 
Saturday: 09:00 to 00:00   Sunday: 09:00 to 22:30    
Anything of a similar description to Live Music, Recorded Music or Performance of 
Dance  Monday to Thursday: 09:00 to 23:30   Friday to Saturday: 09:00 to 00:00   
Sunday: 09:00 to 22:30     
Performance of a Play  Monday to Thursday: 09:00 to 23:30   Friday to Saturday: 
09:00 to 00:00   Sunday: 09:00 to 22:30     
Late Night Refreshment  Monday to Thursday: 23:00 to 23:30   Friday to Saturday: 
23:00 to 00:00     
Supply of Alcohol  Monday to Thursday: 10:00 to 23:30   Friday to Saturday: 10:00 to 
00:00   Sunday: 12:00 to 22:30. 
 
 



It is obvious that the grant of a licence for all this would permit activities which would 
fundamentally alter the character of the area.  It is no use for Big Cat to say that they 
will not make full use of the licence and/or they will hold risk assessments etc.   If 
they do not intend to alter the character of the area why is it necessary to obtain a 
licence which would permit them to do so?  Not does it help to say they will hold risk 
assessments etc.   Nobody who seeks consent for music and dancing etc. from 
dawn to dusk should be permitted to do so without risk assessments etc.  
The extra numbers of people attending the events will damage the garden, the plants 
and the wildlife while restricting the key-holders’ access.  As is well known the area 
already has enough pubs and restaurants to cater for demand.   Events are held in 
Hyde Park (which is much bigger and therefore less affected by these events than 
Belgrave Square would be.   Nobody has put forward a good case for Belgrave 
Square to be turned into an Events Centre. 
 
 

 Licences  
 
In their communication sent to Mr. White Big Cat say they will have: Emergency and 
Evacuation procedures, crowd management and stewarding arrangements, 
overnight security arrangements, a detailed site plan showing all permanent and 
temporary structures and access and egress points, capacity at any one time etc.   If 
they alter the character of Belgrave Square to the extent that their application would 
lead one to suppose than all these things will be necessary.  
Currently events require individual licensing per event.   That seems to me to be 
perfectly satisfactory.   If those holding the events should damage the character of 
Belgrave Square then it is open to key holders to object when the next application is 
made.   That is the purpose of the licensing laws!  The current event-by-event 
licensing practice safeguards Belgrave Square, its character and the amenity of key 
holders.   The Application should be seen for what it, that is to say, an attempt to 
commercialize Belgrave Square to the detriment of the key holders and the 
environment of the Square. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

I object to the application for the new premises licence. The basis of my objections 
are three-fold: 
 

1) This application is not for the benefit of the residents of the Square  
2) The central garden is a place of recreation not a place of entertainment  
3) The Square is a comparatively ‘secluded’ place, with enjoyment of relative 

peace and quiet, which would not be the case if it was turned into a place of 
entertainment. Therefore the application is a detriment to the residents.  

 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Objection 

The application seeks permission for:  

 Music and dancing; 

 Sale of alcohol; 

 Other licensable activities;  

 Which will start in the morning and extend late into the evening.  
 
This will alter the character of Belgrave Square by turning what had been a peaceful 



haven into a noisy and crowded events centre for much of the time. There will be 
damage to the environment, the flowers and grass and the wildlife. I am disabled and 
enjoy the peace and quiet of the Square where I can walk. My ability to benefit from 
the square will be reduced to the extent to which it is turned into an events centre.  
 
The application says that there will be all sorts of safeguards such as pointing 
loudspeakers away from noise sensitive houses. I think it is better not to have the 
nuisance in the first place.  
 
I believe that: 

 If usage is to continue much as before it is unnecessary to grant the 
application? 

 If usage is not to continue much as before so the Square becomes and events 
centre this will destroy the character of the Square  

 The best way to preserve the character of the Square is for all future events 
organisers to apply for licences on a case by case basis 

 
Finally, why does the application not list the individuals or corporations who stand 
behind the applicant? 

 
 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

Please note my support for the Garden Committee's application for a license. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

This application makes perfect sense. A single Premises Licence will cut down on 
administration and facilitate the use and enjoyment the gardens bring. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I completely support the application for a full licence for the garden in Belgrave 
Square. I think it'd be a great idea and really assist us in our events, which will 
benefit a huge variety of people.  
 
My support is definitely to grant a full licence for the Belgrave Square garden. 
 

Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I attended last years event and enjoyed it very much, and would like to support any 
application they may make.  
 

Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

We have a business just around the corner and our restaurant UNI do a wonderful 
array of sushi at the Belgrave BBQ each year which is a superb and exciting way to 
get the neighbourhood talking about local business. We feel the garden in 
maintained perfectly and events only add to the joy of this marvellous space.  
Furthermore, we have been using the garden for some time personally and our 
family is in support of the events that are put on in the garden.  



Received:  13 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I have attended multiple events held in Belgrave Square, all of which have been 
impeccably organised and run. Therefore I fully support the permanent license 
application.  
 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I wanted to register my support for the well run events that take place over the 
summer in Belgrave Square, in particular the classic car show.  
 
The event was well planned and run from start to finish, it created no traffic 
disruption and minimal disturbance to those in the immediate area, whilst bringing in 
a host of visitors to the show. I think it raised a lot of money for charity, and it was 
great to see so many children enjoying the spectacle in the Square.   
 
I look forward to the same event this year. 
 

Received:  13 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I fully support the application for a licence in the garden. The residents and members 
have been asked and I have asked many involved in the area who are in full support. 
The garden holds venues during the year for which we apply for a TEN and so far as 
is known, there has never been a breach of rules or complaints of disturbance. 
Venues inviting the public into the area/garden are beneficial. All events are tightly 
controlled and obey all health and safety and police and council requirements. I 
believe the events bring a great deal of joy and happiness to the residents and also 
to the general public who are given an opportunity to visit one of London's most 
beautiful gardens.  
 

Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

Wonderfull to see these green spaces used for the broader public interest and from 
my perspective when done well can enhance London life and bring the public into 
contact with some very special parts of London.  
 
As I understand the owners of the land intend to do this in a sensitive and inclusive 
event for all.  
 

Received:  14 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

I've moved to London a few years ago, and have attended the Belgrave Square 
summer BBQs and other events, for the past 6 years. Some of my favourite 
memories of the city were built there, it would be a shame for them to cease to exist. 
I fully support the permanent license.  
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

Please note my support for the Garden Committee's application for a license.  
 
 
 



Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

A great use of the space to bring the area to life. 
 

Received:  17 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

It is high time that local councils take on board the opinion of ordinary people.  
Belgrave Square has to be a prime example, owned by a company who are actively 
trying to share an asset and make it available not just the super often snobby rich.  
Belgrave Square is a wonderful asset and if it can be made into a destination for 
common people more often I will be delighted. 
  

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

This is a great London event which deserves all the support it can get. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I am in support of this application. 
 

Received:  18 January 2018 

 Support  

I have attended several events hosted at the garden in Belgrave Square and they 
have all been excellent; well-organised and well-attended, and have had little or no 
impact on the garden infrastructure.  
 
I fully support the application by the Grosvenor for a full licence for the garden in 
Belgrave Square.  
 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

Please note my support for the Garden Committee's application for a license.  
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I am writing to you in support for the application of a full licence for the garden in 
Belgrave Square for Grosvenor/Committee.  
 
Giving them a full license will allow more of the public to enjoy the wonderful 
gardens.  
 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I have been to an event in Belgrave Square and thought it was wonderful and could 
not have caused a problem for the neighbours.  
 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

The various annual events held at Belgrave Square have not only given local 
residents and businesses opportunities to build and enhance their community but 
have also been well publicised, successful events, attracting visitors from all over the 



country.   
 
Always a safe environment and never an issue of noise, litter, or disruption of any 
kind, there does not seem to be any logical reason to withhold a licence that would 
help the organisers of these events and the pillars of the local community to keep 
doing their fantastic work. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

London's squares are a vital part of the heritage of the city and they must be kept 
alive and used in a way that ensures their quality remains for future generations. 
Opening up the larger square such as Belgrave to events brings fresh life to the 
areas and ensures they are maintained better. I support the events run in Belgrave 
Square and believe that should be encouraged to continue with sensible licensing 
that does not create unnecessary hurdles for the organisers.  
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

Please note my support for the Garden Committee's application for a license.  
 

Received:  15 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support  

As a local resident I would be grateful if you were able to please add my name to the 
list of those who support the Belgrave Square Garden Committee's application for a 
license.  
 
I have attended various events in Belgrave Square Garden over the last few years; 
these events are both well-organised and respectful of the local community.   
 
These are the only events organised by, and for, local people in Knightsbridge and 
Belgravia. I am mystified why anyone would object to events in the Square; a space 
that is almost exclusively used for dog walking purposes for the entire rest of the 
year. 
 

Received:  16 January 2018 

Support or Objection Support 

I am writing in support of a permanent license being offered to the Grosvenor 
Estates and Events Committee so that Grosvenor Square's gardens can be used for 
its car shows without having to apply annually for one.  
 
I am part of the "96 Club" and a keen participator in its events and a local resident.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Policy & Guidance 
 

The following policies within the City Of Westminster Statement of Licensing Policy 
apply: 
 

Policy PB1 applies: 

 

Applications will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that 
the proposal meets the relevant criteria in Policies CD1, PS1, 
PN1 and CH1. 

Policy HRS1 applies: 

 

 (i) Applications for hours within the core hours set out below in 
this policy will generally be granted, subject to not being 
contrary to other policies in the Statement of Licensing Policy. 

(ii) Applications for hours outside the core hours set out below 
in this policy will be considered on their merits, subject to other 
relevant policies. 

Policy COMB1 
applies: 

(i) Where a premises proposes to operate as a combined use 
premises applications will be considered on their merits with 
regard to each of the relevant policies e.g. Policies CD1, PS1, 
PN1 CH1 CIP1 and HRS1. 

(ii) The Licensing Authority will take into account the current 
and proposed use of the premises when considering what 
weight is to be given to the relevant uses and policies.  

It will take into account what is the primary use of the 
premises, if any, and which licensable activities are proposed 
outside the core hours (see policy HRS1). 

(iii) It will consider any premises which include any pub or bar 
use or provide facilities for fast food and drink or for music and 
dancing primarily under the policies specific to those uses e.g. 
PB1&PB2, FFP1 & FFP2, MD1 & MD2. 

Policy MD1 applies: 

 

Applications will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that 
the proposal meets the relevant criteria in Policies CD1, PS1, 
PN1 and CH1. 

Policy PVC1 applies: Applications will generally be granted and reviews determined, 
subject to the relevant criteria in Policies CD1, PS1, PN1 and 
CH1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Equality Implications 
 

The Council in its capacity as Licensing Authority has a duty to have regard to  
its public sector equality duty under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. In  
summary, section 149 provides that a Public Authority must, in the exercise of  
its functions, have due regard to the need to:  
 

(a) eliminate discrimination harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that 
is prohibited by or under this Act;  
(b) advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant 
protected characteristic and persons who do not share it; and  
(c) foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristics and persons who do not share it.  

 
Section 149 (7) of the Equality Act 2010 defines the relevant protected characteristics 
as age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or 
belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 Applicant supporting documents showing photos of previous events 

Appendix 2 Premises history 

Appendix 3 Proposed conditions 

Appendix 4 Residential map and list of premises in the vicinity 

Appendix 5 Pre-application advice report 

 
Report author: Ms Daisy Gadd 

Senior Licensing Officer 

Contact: Telephone: 0207 641 2737  
Email: dgadd@westminster.gov.uk 

 
If you have any queries about this report or wish to inspect one of the 
background papers please contact the report author. 

 
Background Documents – Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1972 
 

1 Licensing Act 2003 N/A 

2 City of Westminster Statement of Licensing  
Policy  

7th January 2016 

3 Amended Guidance issued under section 182 of  
the Licensing Act 2003  

April 2017 

4 Representation Metropolitan Police Service 11 January 2018 

5 Representation Environmental Health 16 January 2018 

6 Representation resident 30 December 2017 

7 Representation resident 1 January 2018 

8 Representation resident 2 January 2018 

9 Representation resident 2 January 2018 

10 Representation resident 4 January 2018 

11 Representation resident 9 January 2018 

12 Representation resident 9 January 2018 

13 Representation resident 9 January 2018 

14 Representation resident 9 January 2018 

15 Representation resident 10 January 2018 

16 Representation resident 11 January 2018 

17 Representation resident 11 January 2018 

18 Representation resident 12 January 2018 

19 Representation resident 12 January 2018 

20 Representation resident 13 January 2018 

21 Representation resident 13 January 2018 

22 Representation resident 13 January 2018 

23 Representation resident 13 January 2018 

24 Representation resident 14 January 2018 

25 Representation resident 14 January 2018 

26 Representation resident 14 January 2018 

27 Representation resident 14 January 2018 

28 Representation resident 14 January 2018 

29 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

30 Representation resident 15 January 2018 



31 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

32 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

33 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

34 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

35 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

36 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

37 Representation resident 15 January 2018 

38 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

39 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

40 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

41 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

42 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

43 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

44 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

45 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

46 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

47 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

48 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

49 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

50 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

51 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

52 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

53 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

54 Representation resident 16 January 2018 

55 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

56 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

57 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

58 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

59 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

60 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

61 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

62 Representation resident 17 January 2018 

63 Representation resident 18 January 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Applicant Supporting Documents              Appendix 1 
 

Photos of previous events 
 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

  



Response to the Belgravia Society 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Emails in support of application 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



Response from Chairman of Belgravia Residents Association 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



Premises History                      Appendix 2 
 

Licence and Appeal history 
 

 
Application 
 

 
Details of 
Application 

 
Date Determined 

 
Decision 

09/03783/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

21.05.2009 Event allowed to 
proceed 

10/03331/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

13.05.2010 Event allowed to 
proceed 

10/03337/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

13.05.2010 Event allowed to 
proceed 

11/02451/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

22.03.2011 Event allowed to 
proceed 

11/05842/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

08.06.2011 Event allowed to 
proceed 

14/04604/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

07.07.2014 Event allowed to 
proceed 

14/10076/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

25.11.2014 Event allowed to 
proceed 

16/05032/LITENN Temporary Event 
Notice 

17.05.2016 Event allowed to 
proceed 

 
There is no appeal history.  



Appendix 3 
 

CONDITIONS CONSISTENT WITH THE OPERATING SCHEDULE AND 
CONDITIONS PROPOSED BY A PARTY TO THE HEARING  
 
When determining an application for a new premises licence under the provisions of the 
Licensing Act 2003, the licensing authority must, unless it decides to reject the 
application, grant the licence subject to the conditions which are indicated as mandatory 
in this schedule. 
 
At a hearing the licensing authority may, in addition, and having regard to any 
representations received, grant the licence subject to such conditions which are 
consistent with the operating schedule submitted by the applicant as part of their 
application, or alter or omit these conditions, or add any new condition to such extent as 
the licensing authority considers necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives. 
 
This schedule lists those conditions which are consistent with the operating schedule, or 
proposed as necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives by a responsible 
authority or an interested party as indicated. These conditions have not been submitted 
by the licensing service but reflect the positions of the applicant, responsible authority or 
interested party and have not necessarily been agreed 
 
Mandatory Conditions 
 
1. No supply of alcohol may be made at a time when there is no designated 

premises supervisor in respect of this licence. 
 
2. No supply of alcohol may be made at a time when the designated premises 

supervisor does not hold a personal licence or the personal licence is 
suspended. 

 
3. Every supply of alcohol under this licence must be made or authorised by a 

person who holds a personal licence. 
 
4.          (1)  The responsible person must ensure that staff on relevant premises do 

not carry out, arrange or participate in any irresponsible promotions in 
relation to the premises. 

 
(2)  In this paragraph, an irresponsible promotion means any one or more of 

the following activities, or substantially similar activities, carried on for the 
purpose of encouraging the sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on 
the premises— 

 
(a)  games or other activities which require or encourage, or are designed to 

require or encourage, individuals to; 
 

(i)  drink a quantity of alcohol within a time limit (other than to drink 
alcohol sold or supplied on the premises before the cessation of the 
period in which the responsible person is authorised to sell or 
supply alcohol), or 

(ii)  drink as much alcohol as possible (whether within a time limit or 
otherwise); 



 
(b)  provision of unlimited or unspecified quantities of alcohol free or for a fixed 

or discounted fee to the public or to a group defined by a particular 
characteristic in a manner which carries a significant risk of undermining a 
licensing objective; 

 
(c)  provision of free or discounted alcohol or any other thing as a prize to 

encourage or reward the purchase and consumption of alcohol over a 
period of 24 hours or less in a manner which carries a significant risk of 
undermining a licensing objective; 

 
(d)  selling or supplying alcohol in association with promotional posters or 

flyers on, or in the vicinity of, the premises which can reasonably be 
considered to condone, encourage or glamorise anti-social behaviour or to 
refer to the effects of drunkenness in any favourable manner; 

 
 (e) dispensing alcohol directly by one person into the mouth of another (other 

than where that other person is unable to drink without assistance by 
reason of a disability). 

 
5.  The responsible person must ensure that free potable water is provided on 

request to customers where it is reasonably available. 
 
6.          (1)  The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder must 

ensure that an age verification policy is adopted in respect of the premises 
in relation to the sale or supply of alcohol. 

 
(2)  The designated premises supervisor in relation to the premises licence 

must ensure that the supply of alcohol at the premises is carried on in 
accordance with the age verification policy. 

 

(3) The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person 

to be under 18 years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the 

policy) to produce on request, before being served alcohol, identification 

bearing their photograph, date of birth and either— 

 (a)  a holographic mark, or 

 (b)  an ultraviolet feature. 

 
7.  The responsible person must ensure that— 

(a)  where any of the following alcoholic drinks is sold or supplied for 

consumption on the premises (other than alcoholic drinks sold or supplied 

having been made up in advance ready for sale or supply in a securely 

closed container) it is available to customers in the following measures— 

  (i)  beer or cider: ½ pint;  

(ii)  gin, rum, vodka or whisky: 25 ml or 35 ml; and 

   (iii)  still wine in a glass: 125 ml; 



 
(b)  these measures are displayed in a menu, price list or other printed 

material which is available to customers on the premises; and 
 
(c) where a customer does not in relation to a sale of alcohol specify the 

quantity of alcohol to be sold, the customer is made aware that these 
measures are available. 

 
A responsible person in relation to a licensed premises means the holder of the premise 
licence in respect of the premises, the designated premises supervisor (if any) or any 
individual aged 18 or over who is authorised by either the licence holder or designated 
premises supervisor.  For premises with a club premises certificate, any member or 
officer of the club present on the premises in a capacity that which enables him to 
prevent the supply of alcohol. 
 
8(i) A relevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for consumption 

on or off the premises for a price which is less than the permitted price. 
 
8(ii) For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 8(i) above - 
 

(a)  "duty" is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor Duties 
Act 1979; 

 
(b)  "permitted price" is the price found by applying the formula - 

 
P = D+(DxV) 

 
Where - 

  
(i) P is the permitted price, 
(ii) D is the amount of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if 

the duty     were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the 
alcohol, and 

(iii) V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol 
as if the value added tax were charged on the date of the sale or 
supply of the alcohol; 

 
(c)  "relevant person" means, in relation to premises in respect of which there 

is in force a premises licence - 
   

(i)  the holder of the premises licence, 
(ii)  the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a 

licence, or 
(iii)  the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of    

alcohol under such a licence; 
 

(d)   "relevant person" means, in relation to premises in respect of which there 
is in force a club premises certificate, any member or officer of the club 
present on the premises in a capacity which enables the member or 
officer to prevent the supply in question; and 

 



(e)  "value added tax" means value added tax charged in accordance with the 
Value Added Tax Act 1994. 

 
8(iii). Where the permitted price given by Paragraph 8(ii)(b) above would (apart from 

this paragraph) not be a whole number of pennies, the price given by that sub-
paragraph shall be taken to be the price actually given by that sub-paragraph 
rounded up to the nearest penny. 

 
8(iv).     (1)  Sub-paragraph 8(iv)(2) below applies where the permitted price given by 

Paragraph 8(ii)(b) above on a day ("the first day") would be different from 
the permitted price on the next day ("the second day") as a result of a 
change to the rate of duty or value added tax. 

(2)  The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to sales or 
supplies of alcohol which take place before the expiry of the period of 14 
days beginning on the second day. 

 
Conditions consistent with the operating schedule 
 
9.  The sale of alcohol at the premises will be ancillary to the primary use of the 

premises as an event space. 
 
10.  Substantial food and non-intoxicating beverages, including drinking water, shall 

be available in all parts of the premises where alcohol is sold or supplied for 
consumption on the premises.  

 
11.  There will be a maximum of 15 events featuring licensed activity per calendar 

year. Each event may last for a maximum of 17 hours.  
 
12.  Events spanning across 2 days (where the event begins on the evening of one 

day and continues through until the following day) will count as one event. There 
will be a maximum of 5 events per year that may span 2 days.  

 
13.  All events taking place in the Gardens will be approved in writing by either 

Grosvenor or the Belgrave Square Garden Events Committee.  
 
14.  All events taking place in the Gardens will be subject to individual Risk 

Assessment. 
 
15.  A suitable and sufficient Event Management Plan shall be drawn up prior to an 

event and made available, if requested, to the Responsible Authorities. This shall 
be kept for at least one year and shall include where necessary, as a minimum, 
details on the following aspects: 

  
i) Emergency and evacuation procedures 
ii) Crowd management and stewarding arrangements  
iii) Overnight security arrangements  
iv) A detailed site plan showing all permanent and temporary structures and 

all access and egress points 
v) Capacity at any one time  
vi) Certificates from competent persons on Structures, Electrical Power 

Supply and Gas equipment (including LPG) 
vii) First Aid and Lost Children arrangements 



viii) Noise Management Plan 
ix) Risk Assessments  
x) A waste management plan  
xi) Sanitary accommodation  
xii) Public Liability Insurance  

 
16.  When creating the Event Management Plan, reference will be made to the 

following publications: The Technical Standards for Places of Entertainment – 
District Surveyor’s Association, The Event Safety Guide (purple guide), Guide To 
Safety At Sports Grounds (green guide), FRSA – Open Air Events and Venues.  

 
17.  All events will be either private events or ticketed public events. None of the 

events taking place will be freely accessible to the public.  
 
18.  Once events have been Risk Assessed they will be categorised as either Small 

Scale (no alcohol and attendance below 499) or Medium Scale (alcohol included, 
attendance below 499) or Large Scale (attendance in excess of 499).  

 
19.  Large Scale events will be notified to the Licensing Authority and Met Police at 

least 28 days prior.  
 
20.  The premises Licence holder shall comply with all reasonable requirements of 

Westminster Police Licensing Team, the London Fire and Emergency Planning 
Authority and Westminster City Council’s Environmental Health Consultation 
Team and Filming & Events Team.  

 
21.  Once risk assessed, events deemed necessary will feature an appropriate 

number of SIA staff. 
 
22.  Following Risk Assessment, where relevant, a separate Security Risk 

Assessment will be carried out and specialist advice sought from Grosvenor's 
approved security consultant. 

 
23.  Alcohol for sale for consumption off the premises will only be made in sealed 

containers and customers will not be permitted to consume these products on 
the premises. 
 

24.  All sales of alcohol for off sales will cease at 23:00 Mon - Sat and 22:30 Sun. 
 
25.  Following Risk Assessment, certain events (Large Scale) will operate with a 

Safety Officer (NEBOSH) on duty. 
 
26.  All contractors, suppliers, concessions and caterers will be audited for their 

suitability to provide services with the premises. 
 
27.  In the absence of daylight there will be sufficient lighting installed whilst the 

premises are open to the public. 
 
28.  All drinks sold, supplied or consumed shall only be in open polycarbonate or 

crushable vessels unless prior exemption has been obtained from the 
Environmental Health Consultation Team for a specific event in writing or by e-
mail. 



 
29.  Where such exemption has been gained, events involving glassware on site will 

feature the following measures: 
 
i:  Cleaning/Back Bar staff to be on duty to clear any breakages promptly 
ii:  Spot Sweep (long handled dustpan and broom) to be available to facilitate 

safe clearing of breakages 
 
30.  Events featuring amplified music will give consideration to the positioning and 

directionality of PA systems and loudspeakers within the Gardens. 
 

31.  PA Systems and loudspeakers will only be situated within the inner Garden. 
 
32.  The Licensee must ensure that the LAeq (5 min) noise level does not exceed 75 

dB(A) at the nearest noise sensitive premises from any amplified music provided 
during events. 

 
 
33.  Events that include amplified music must be notified to the Environmental Health 

Consultation Team at least two weeks prior and the notification shall include the 
Noise Management Plan for the event. 
 

34.  There shall be no noise audible at the nearest noise sensitive premises from any 
construction or similar works in association with the set up and dismantling of the 
site, outside the hours of: 
 
i.  08:00 - 18:00 Monday -Saturday 
ii.  08:00 - 13:00 Sunday 

 
35.  Unaccompanied children will not be permitted on site after 21:00 during any 

event. 
 
36.  In relation to the sale of alcohol, a Challenge 25 proof of age scheme shall be 

operated at the premises, where the only acceptable forms of identification are 
recognised photographic identification cards, such as a driving licence, passport 
or proof of age card with the PASS Hologram. 

 
37.  Challenge 25 signage will be on display at all alcohol service points. 
 
38.  A 'Lost and Found Child Policy' will be prepared and all key staff on duty will be 

aware of the policy. 
 
39.  Events operated by Grosvenor with children on site will feature an appropriate 

number of DBS checked staff. For events operated by approved third parties, 
similar assurances will be sought. 

 
Conditions proposed by the Environmental Health 
 
None 
 
 
 



Conditions proposed by the Police 
 
None 
 



Residential Map and List of Premises in the Vicinity         Appendix 4 
 

 
 
Resident count = 53 



Pre-application advice report                     Appendix 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


